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HOW TO FORM THE PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE

Events in the past
English uses the past simple passive to talk about events 
in the past when it is the effect of an action that is 
important, rather than the cause of the action.

New language  Past simple passive

Vocabulary  Environmental disasters

New skill  Talking about important events

KEY LANGUAGE THE PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE

You can use the past simple passive to emphasize 
the importance of actions and events in the  
past and to draw attention to the things  
or people that were affected by the events.

Use the passive to emphasize the effect rather than the cause.

“WAS / WERE” REST OF SENTENCESUBJECT PAST PARTICIPLE

The main verb is expressed 
as a past participle.

Use “was” for singular subjects, 
or “were” for plural subjects.

The thing that 
receives the action.

PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE 

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, CHANGING THEM FROM THE PAST 
SIMPLE ACTIVE TO THE PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE
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VOCABULARY DISASTERS AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
AS FULL SENTENCES
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

 Past simple passive   Environmental disasters   Talking about important events  

A news reporter interviews Rosie, 
an eyewitness, and José, a vet, 
about an oil spill.

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 59–63

PAST CONTINUOUS

COLLOCATIONS WITH “TAKE”

COLLOCATIONS WITH “MAKE”

COLLOCATIONS WITH “HAVE”

PAST CONTINUOUS FOR SCENE-SETTING

PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE

PAST CONTINUOUS AND PAST SIMPLE

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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